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secure footing in the laws, all the artifices of
imperial despotism. They lead on the sub-
missive revolutionaries and retain them in their
functions, but to the end that they may the
more surely annul the laws of the Revolution.
The charter is but an Edict of Nantes, the
abrogation of which the ultra-royalists perfi-
diously urge. The Church reclaims the mo-
nopoly of the education of the people, and
endeavors to recover all her prerogatives in the
domain of thought. The army is filled with
intruders, officers by favoritism, who, if they
have seen service, have seen it only against
the French. At this spectacle the patriot
again awakes in Madame de Stael, and in the
name of that glory, which yesterday she con-
demned, she cried: " Is it thus that they should
treat twenty-five millions of Frenchmen who>
lately conquered all Europe?" At last the
salon becomes for sheer bitterness only a mob
whose murmur has no echo: "The courtiers
were of opinion that good taste forbade men-
tion of politics or any other serious subject"

The return from Elba did not surprise her.
At first glance she felt this event disastrous:
" Liberty is done with if Bonaparte triumphs,
and national independence is over if he is de-
feated." In haste she quitted Paris, where Ben-
jamin with his sceptical near-sightedness, never
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